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Sir: 



2. 



Pursuant to 37 CFR ^1 Q7 *or.^ ' nn 
With CFR §1.56, the OHlc"f 

patMts, pandi;, .pplf'aUo^s ^^M directed to the 

infomation lisLd on th. ^fj' and other 

each listed doc^ent ifen^lo^el Z'l""^, " '""^ 

t.t^pi»f rj4iio-=^--"— ^ 
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Pursuant to 37 CFR §1. 97(b) this Statement is being filed 
(one must be checked) : 

(a) □ Within three months of the filing date or 

date of entry into the National Stage. 

(b) 13 Before the mailing date of a first Office 

Action on the merits. 

(c) □ After the period set forth in 37 CFR §1. 97(b) 

but before the mailing date of either a final ' 
action or a notice of allowance or an action 
that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application. 

□ A certification is given below, 

2) n 



Enclosed is a check covering the 
fee ($180.00) set forth in §1.17 (p) 
for consideration of this Statement, 

mr 



3) □ Charge the fee set forth in 
37 CFR §1.17(p) to Deposit 
Account No. 20-0090. 

(d) □ After the mailing date of either a 

final action or a notice of allowance, but 
before payment of the issue fee. The 
required certification and fee is 
indicated below. 

1) □ Enclosed is a check 

covering the fee set forth in 37 
CFR §1.17(p) $180, or 

2) □ Charge the fee set forth in 

37 CFR §1.17 (p) to Deposit 
Account No. 20-0090. 

Certification (if applicable) : 



(a) 



The undersigned hereby certifies that 
each item of information contained in this 
Statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing 
of this Statement. 
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(b) □ The undersigned hereby certifies that 

no item of information contained in this 
Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to 
the undersigned' s knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry no item of information 
contained in the Statement, was known to 
any individual designated in 37 CFR' 
§1. 56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this Statement. 

5. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees, fees underpaid, or credit any 
overpayment with regard to this Statement to Deposit 
Account No. 20-0090. 

6. Concise Explanation (if needed) : 

(1) ^ Below is a Concise Statement of 

Relevance of enclosed non-English language 
document ( s ) . 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

6,213,502 
6,039,346 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

DE 197 04 501 Al See attached English 

abstract. 

DE 197 03 172 Al See attached English 

abstract - 



OTHER DOCUMENTS 



Respectfully submitted. 



THOMAS L/TAROLLI 
Reg. No. 20, 177 
Customer No. 26, 294 



TAROLLI, SUNDHEIM, COVELL, 

& TUMMINO L.L.P. 
1111 Leader Building 
526 Superior Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44114-1400 
Phone: (216) 621-2234 
Fax: (216) 621-4070 
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U.S, PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



6,213,502 



DATE 



4/01 



NAME 



RYAN ET AL 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 



6,039,346 



3/00 



RYAN ET AL 



T" 



7" 



i 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 




19704501 


8/97 


GERMANY 












19703172 


8/98 


GERMANY 











































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, me, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc,) 























DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial citation considered^ whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP §609; Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the 
patent owner. 



